
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STOP PRESS 

Channel 7 Toowoomba local news featured and article on the restoration works being undertaken by the 

Munro Tramway Historical Group (MTHG) of the Shay locomotive, on last night’s edition (Tuesday 16 May).  

As yet it has not been uploaded to their YouTube channel or their Facebook page.  For those who missed 

seeing it, Channel 7 advise it should be available for viewing in the next 12 

hours.       

 

 

 

Welcome to the Munro Tramway Historical Group Inc. newsletter. 
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Office bearers: 
President - Col Seccombe  
Secretary - Ian Eustace 

Treasurer - John Jeffery 



RECENT EVENT 

Video Night 

'Munro's Perseverance Sawmill and Tramway' 

Thanks to those who attended the recent viewing of the above video and ensuing discussion.  For those who 

missed it, you can purchase the DVD from the Hampton Visitor Information Centre for $25.   

Contact: 07 4697 9066 

 

REPORT FROM THE LOCO SUB-COMMITTEE 

Since March, the loco subcommittee, with other MTHG members and volunteers, have been meeting on 

Saturdays every two weeks or so to conduct working bees to prepare our Shay loco for its future home at 

the Ravensbourne Recreation Reserve on the Esk–Hampton Rd. About ten of our members have been 

involved in this activity, creating an enjoyable and rewarding group environment. Much of this work has 

been conducted at a site on what used to be called Sketches (now called Tuskanas), which is currently 

owned by Robert Dahl who kindly donated the relics of the Shay loco to our group. 

The focus of our work to date has been in four phases. 

The initial focus has been on gaining permission to use the preferred site at Ravensbourne on what was a 

section of the tramway to house the restored loco and other relics. To date we have secured a ten year road 

corridor permit from Department of Transport and Main Roads, with a strong indication that this can be 

extended for further ten year periods. Quotes have been obtained for the loco relocation, the building of the 

shed to house it and for photos and signage to enhance the site. We were successful in gaining a grant from 

P.C.C.N. (affiliated with the Heritage Community Bank Crows Nest) for much of the initial project costs, and 

have commenced spending these funds. 

The second phase involved cleaning up the site where the loco relics have been for years and relocating all 

the smaller parts to a shed at John Jeffery’s farm ready to continue work on them at that location. This 

relocation exercise is now complete thanks to mechanical assistance from Robert Dahl and Steve Ash. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the loco relics site – before clearing vegetation After clearing the vegetation site  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The third major focus has been to prepare the three larger parts ready to move directly to their new home 

on the Esk – Hampton Road at Ravensbourne. The chassis had already been largely rebuilt by Ian McCrae, 

before it became the property of Robert Dahl. We have completed that work now. The boiler is in fairly poor 

condition.  Our focus has been to get it ready to mount on to the chassis.  This has involved some rebuilding 

work which is ongoing. The third major part is the tank which held the water and the wood used to fuel the 

loco. This part has rusted badly, so we have been treating it a bit like a rusted motor car body, cutting out 

the worst parts, rebuilding and bogging up the damaged sides, and re-painting.  We have also reinforced it 

so it will withstand the rigors of relocation. We have had to readjust this process as we became more aware 

of the extent of corrosion.  

 

Starting the preparation of the loco tank 

The fourth and final focus has been preparing the new site and building the gates for the sides of the 

shed.  In order to keep the costs within the budget we set, we had to do this building work ourselves.  The 

shed will have 12 metal gates sheeted with weld mesh, to allow excellent visibility of the loco. 

To date we have about half the gate work completed. 

Relocating the heavier parts from the loco relics site – thanks to Robert Dahl for assistance. 



 Before the shed can be built we have to finalize approval from the Toowoomba Regional Council. We have 

had the necessary preliminary discussions and are awaiting some professional information to complete our 

final application. We have also applied for a grant from Council to clear the site. To date we have not had 

word on this, and if we don’t get it we will have one more major job to complete ourselves. 

The loco subcommittee is expecting that the relocation to the new Display site will be completed this year, 

and restoration work will then continue for some time as we endeavour to continually improve the static 

display. 

 

FROM THE HISTORY DESK ….. 

The first sawmill in the Perseverance Creek area was Cameron and Hebbel’s mill. It was located on the banks 

of Perseverance Creek some 2 km downstream from where Duncan Munro later established his Palmtree 

mill. The mill was a significant operation and land records, school records and newspaper reports suggest 

that quite a community built up around that mill. It was also significant as traffic to and from that mill 

opened up a network of local roads that are still in use today. In this article we’ll look at one of those early 

roads – the “Pine Road”. 

We see references to the “Pine Road” in a number of newspaper reports and on a 1905 era map and piecing 

information from those sources together we surmise that it ran from the junction of the Esk-Hampton and 

National Park Roads to the site of the old Cameron and Hebbel mill on Perseverance Creek. The orange trace 

on the map below shows the route as we best understand it. 

 

We see from this map that National Park Road follows the alignment of this old road from the Sports Ground 

to the Kynoch Road junction. Similarly, the section of Kynoch Road between that junction and the Shum 

Road junction follows the old road alignment. 



The Cameron and Hebbel mill processed quite a bit of pine, as is evident by the advertisement at left below, 

and our understanding is that the nearest substantial source of pine was in the vicinity of the Buaraba Creek 

headwaters.  So it seems likely to us that the road’s name – Pine Road – is derived from the fact that pine 

was hauled from the Buaraba Creek area to the mill along that route.   

 

We also see that this road later served as part of the route for the Murphys Creek to Ravensbourne mail run. 

 

So, our local roads must have been seen some interesting traffic back then  – the bullocky and his team on 

their way to mill and the contracted mailman with a horse as his “mode of conveyance”. 

 



TOOWOOMBA’S FESTIVAL OF RAIL 

Members of the MTHG recently had a stand at the event, Toowoomba’s Festival of Rail, held at the 

Toowoomba Railway Station on the 29th of April.  The event was a celebration of 150 years of rail in 

Toowoomba and there were many activities including steam trains and working displays as well as market 

stalls and historical information.  It was a suitable opportunity to have a public display of the history of the 

Munro Tramway and there was good interest from the general public, many who had not heard of it before.  

A few new members were recruited and contacts made.  A good day all up. 

 

FUNDRAISING 

Gardens of Hampton 27 & 28 May 

Three local gardens will be open to the public on the 27th & 28th of May Emaho Trees at 
Ravensbourne, Blue Hills at Grapetree and Secca's Valley at Palmtree. 

 
The Munro Tramway Historical Group will have a display at Secca's Valley 

(Col and Glennys Seccombe's garden). 
Morning, afternoon teas and lunches will be available.  Monies raised will go to the MTHG. 

 
If you would like to help out with some baking for the stall, or can offer a few hours of your time over the 

weekend, please contact Glennys on 07 4697 9066. 

Many thanks. 

 

MEMBERSHIPS 

If you are not already a member, you might be interested in joining the Munro Tramway Historical Group.  It 

is a lovely opportunity to get involved and contribute to this community project, especially for those with an 

interest in old machinery, trains, history, walks and tourism.   

You can do so via the Application form link below. 

The annual membership fee is: 

Individuals - $15.00 

Junior members (under 18 years) - free. 

Payment Options 

1. Direct deposit: 

Account: Munro Tramway Historical Group Inc. Heritage Bank 

BSB: 638 070 

Account Number: 13911279 



2. Cash or Cheque 

Please hand your cash or cheque payment directly to our Treasurer. 

Membership applications 

While our main focus is the research and documentation of the Munro Tramway and Sawmill, members 

have a variety of related interests including the local history of the district, bushland rehabilitation and the 

promotion of the bushwalking and sightseeing opportunities associated with the tramway. If this sounds 

interesting then join up using our application form available online via this link: Application form 

 

Please feel free to share our newsletter with your interested friends and family.  Or direct them to the 

Newsletters section of the website where all current and previous newsletters are located. 

If you are no longer interested in receiving this newsletter please reply to this email, or send an email to 

munrotramway@gmail.com and we will remove you from the database. 
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