
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGM 
The annual AGM was held on the afternoon of 9 September.  It followed a visit to the new shed which 

houses the (under restoration) original Shay locomotive at the Ravensbourne Rest area.   

At the AGM the officer bearers were unchanged.  Col Seccombe was voted in as President, Ian Eustace was 

voted in as Secretary and John Jeffery was voted in as Treasurer.  Bruce Steele and Michael Kinion were 

voted onto the management committee. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

The past year has been one of consolidation for the group. We have had a modest increase in our 

membership with the fees going from $10 to $15. 

Our financial situation has also improved after the successful garden day put $3950 in our bank.  On 

top of this we received substantial funding from PCCN Heritage bank for the loco restoration project, 

the well cover and some additional signage. 

Two new initiatives have been the establishment of a regular newsletter and also a centralized 

Member Update system. Members also enjoyed a few meetings including a film night showing the 

early days of the Tramway as well as a report on the early families. 

I believe one of our major strengths as an organisation is the structure of special interest groups. 

This concept allows members to focus their attention on the group’s objectives that are of particular 

interest to them. Having made this point, I also want to suggest that some of our groups may have 

become stagnant, so some changes are probably warranted as the groups evolve. I will address this 

again later in the meeting. 

While the group concept is one of our strengths, it can also be a weakness if the groups become too 

isolated from the rest of the organisation. This can be partly overcome by more use of the member 

update program, but I also would like to recommend that we schedule four general meetings each 

year on pre-arranged days so that members can note these in their calendars.  Such meetings should 

provide a forum for discussing all activities which occurred in the previous period, so we are all 

better informed. 

We will have reports from the sub-groups later in the meeting, so I will leave it to them to report 

individually on their activities over the past year. 

Col Seccombe 

Sub-Committee Reports 

1. Report from Train, Artefacts and Machinery sub-committee 
 
The beginning of the financial year saw us finally get ownership of the remains of the Munro Shay 

Loco from Sketches. This allowed the start of the restoration project. Initial activity was based on 

fixing some of the fundamental problems with the three main pieces, with up to 8 members helping 

out at the beginning. Working Bees have been held at least twice per month and sometimes four per 

month on Saturdays. In total there have been in excess of 25 working bees, with a core group of 7 

members involved much of the time and an occasional attendance by one or two others. 

As the project advanced we focused on finding a new home which involved applications to Main 

Roads. After the customary red tape we finally received a Road Corridor Permit for the site at the 

Sporting Ground for a 10 year period with an opportunity to renew for additional 10 year spans, 

albeit with no absolute guarantee. 



We then organized quotes for building the shed to house and protect the loco. The original quotes 

from the shed companies were beyond our capacity to pay, so we went to plan B. A semi-retired 

builder friend, Neil Upton provided an acceptable price for the structural component and the roof, 

and we agreed to build and erect the gates ourselves. This brought us in on budget, but we had to 

get Council approval. After a long wait and some serious changes of mind by Council the piece of 

paper was delivered with the fees waived. This was the signal to move the loco. 

We employed Alan Taylor to assist in clearing the site using funds from an environmental grant from 

Council. The Sparshotts and Dryers helped our members remove the big trees and Darryl Boardman 

chipped them for free. Alan Taylor then worked with our team 

to move the loco parts to the new site and the three pieces 

went together like a jigsaw puzzle. This was done at a 

discounted rate.  

Now the shed was able to be built over the loco. Glen Thomson 

dug the holes for the shed posts and again the work was 

donated. Neil Upton then completed the shed while our team 

of members built and erected the gates. We think it looks 

grand. 

There is still much to be done to complete the loco restoration 

including erecting signage.   

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Report from Tramway Route and Track Development sub-committee 
 
Track discovery, clearance and maintenance have continued apace. 

With guidance from 87-year-old Esmond Strohfeld, the loop of line to the cable that operated down 

the escarpment towards Seventeen Mile Road was finally located.  Sections of track adjacent to 

National Park Road have been cleared of a heavy overgrowth of lantana by energetic member 

Michael Kinion. 

Lantana has been trimmed back and sprayed with herbicide along around 8 km of track.  The 

sections include that from the western end of Palmtree Road (3 km), in the national park off Grehan 



Road (almost 4 km), and a section near the intersection of National Park Road and Esk Hampton 

Road. 

The pair of photographs shows the improvement to a section near where McQuillan Bridge once 

was.  Dead canes of lantana have been removed and burnt.  This work is ongoing. 

  

 

Members also mowed the grass along almost 3 km of the track at Palmtree Road.    Hopefully 

maintenance will be easier next year.  

A well cover has been fabricated for the well a few hundred metres from the end of the current 

track.  This will be fitted once TR Council has convinced the landowner and current tenant of the 

location of boundaries between adjacent private properties and the gazetted road through which 

the tramway track extension passes and on which the well is located.  It may be necessary for the 

boundaries to be fenced before we advertise the extension of the track to the well. 

Only a few sections of the 25 km of track remain to be mapped.  Most of the distance is on private 

property. 

Apart from the ongoing maintenance, a major task for the coming year is to negotiate with the 

Department of National Parks, Sport and Racing the details of track marking and signage to enable 

MTHG to promote our proposed route as a walking route. 

The area for parking on Grehan Road just outside the national park needs slight enlargement.  

3. Report from Local Stories and History subcommittee 
 

As members become more knowledgeable about the National and State on-line resources available for 

historical research, the amount of information relevant to our areas of interest grows dramatically. 

Of the family histories researched thus far, that of the Munro family is the most developed.  There have 

been several overseas searches of the Munro family section of our website. The residence called Bunya 

Park in Geoffrey St, Mt Lofty was built by Duncan Munro.  A chance meeting with Jeremy Osborn – with 

his wife the current owner of Bunya Park – will hopefully lead to even more information on the family; 

Jeremy is a genealogist with a particular interest in the Munro family. 



In the next few years it is planned to gather information on other families who had long-term 

involvement with the Palmtree mill, other sawmills and farming in the district.  Research on the Shum, 

Strohfeld and Muller families is under way. 

The collection of historical photographs continues to grow.  As well as photos that are new to us, we are 

keen to acquire better copies of ones we already have.  We recently received a considerable number of 

good quality photos from the Shum family. 

We are garnering the local knowledge of senior residents and past residents.  For example, during a visit 

back to the district, former resident and saw miller Esmond Strohfeld was able to tell us where both the 

egg-ended boilers referred to in Greg Shum’s video were located.  We obtained good photos of one and 

the other – owned by Noel Strohfeld – will be loaned to us for display.  

 Local resident Merle Groves (nee Muller) pointed out to us that a small building now located within 

view of Esk Hampton Road near Hampton was previously a small residence for teachers at the Palmtree 

School and was used at times as a projection room to show movies to Merle and her fellow students. 

A short verbal report was given by John Jeffery from the Communications and 

Promotions sub-committee.   

He reported that the website is being maintained by Alan Bryce that the newsletter and member updates   

are being managed by Kerri Seccombe.  There was nothing further to report and it was suggested that this 

committee be dissolved.  This is up for discussion at the imminent Executive Committee meeting. 

      

 

FUNDRAISING 

Gardens of Hampton 27 & 28 May 

In May three local gardens were open to the public as part of the ‘Gardens of Hampton’ event run by 
Gardens of the Downs organisation.  Funds raised from entry fees, food stall and produce stall at 

Secca’s Valley, Col and Glennys Seccombe’s garden, were donated to the  
Munro Tramway Historical Group.   

Col and Glennys would like to thank the MTHG community for their help over the weekend and the 
MTHG would like to thank them for generously donating the profits. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIPS 

If you are not already a member, you might be interested in joining the Munro Tramway Historical 

Group.  Members are able to get involved in any area of and contribute to this community project - 

especially for those with an interest in old machinery, trains, history, walks and tourism.   

You can do so via the Application form link below. 



The annual membership fee is: 

Individuals - $15.00 

Junior members (under 18 years) - free. 

Payment Options 

1. Direct deposit: 

Account: Munro Tramway Historical Group Inc. Heritage Bank 

BSB: 638 070 

Account Number: 13911279 

2. Cash or Cheque 

Please hand your cash or cheque payment directly to our Treasurer. 

Membership applications 

While our main focus is the research and documentation of the Munro Tramway and Sawmill, 

members have a variety of related interests including the local history of the district, bushland 

rehabilitation and the promotion of the bushwalking and sightseeing opportunities associated with 

the tramway. If this sounds interesting then join up using our application form available online via 

this link: Application form 

 

Please feel free to share our newsletter with your interested friends and family.  Alternatively direct 

them to the Newsletters section of the website where all current and previous newsletters are 

located. 

If you are no longer interested in receiving this newsletter please reply to this email, or send an 

email to munrotramway@gmail.com and we will remove you from the database. 
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